[The influence of interferon-alpha-2b on the effectiveness of the hepatitis B vaccine in patients suffering from chronic hepatitis C].
The aim of our study was to investigate the immunogenicity of hepatitis B vaccine in a group of patients suffering from chronic heaptitis C. Thirthy seven patients with chronic hepatitis C (anti-HCV+, HCV-RNA+, histological findings) were selected. Only those patients without serological markers for HBV infection (HBsAg (-), anti-HBcT(-), anti-HBs (-)) were vaccinated the hepatitis B vaccine. The recombinant vaccine (Engerix-B SKB 20 microg) was used according to a 0, 1,2 month regime. The vaccinees were divided into two groups. Group A-12 patients with HCV infection, were treated with interferon alpha 2b during vaccination. Group B-25 patients did not recive the interferon. The seroconversion rates and the concentrations of anti-HBs were taken at month 1, 2 and 3 after the first injection. Patients suffering from chronic hepatitis C react much less favorably to the hepatitis B vaccine than healthy subjects. Administration of the hepatitis B vaccine coupled with interferon-alpha treatment resulted in statistically significant improvement of the immunological response to the vaccine.